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4 Cellarer
He was in charge of
Authority : 75
keeping all the food for
Wisdom: 55
the Priory. He had the
Popularity: 45
keys to the food stores.
Usefulness: 45
The Keeper of the
Spirituality : 82
Granary, the Keeper
Responsibility: 61
of the Wine, the
Brother in charge of the
Fishponds and the Gardener
all reported to him. He was
responsible for making
sure that
food was
shared out
equally.

He was in charge of looking after the
Priory grain supplies and reported to the
Cellarer. Grain came to the Priory from
farms that they owned in the surrounding
countryside and the
Keeper of the Granary Authority : 61
Wisdom : 37
made sure that
Popularity: 22
there was enough
Usefulness: 38
for the baker
Spirituality : 71
to make the
Responsibility: 22
bread.

18 Novice Master

14 Baker
The Baker made two
types of bread each
day. The better type
was for the monks,
the other for the
servants and poor
people and pilgrims
who came to the
Priory every day.
The monks ate
bread with
every meal.

5 The Keeper of
the Granary

Authority : 114
Wisdom : 68
Popularity : 43
Usefulness: 48
Spirituality : 49
Responsibility: 70

He was responsible
for training and
teaching the novices
(young monks).
Training usually took
12 months.

Authority: 130
Wisdom: 89
Popularity : 17
Usefulness: 31
Spirituality: 121
Responsibility : 52
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1 Abbot

2 Prior

The Abbot was based in Cluny, France.
He was in charge of all the Cluniac
monks. Monks had to bow low before
him and his word was law. He always
read the most important parts of the
Church service. If monks gave him
something or took it from his hand they
had to kiss his hand.
Authority : 150

The Prior was in charge of the Priory at
Lewes. His word was law at the Priory but
he had to accept orders from the Abbot.
A monk was not allowed to speak to him
unless the Prior himself gave permission.

Wisdom : 80
Popularity: 15
Usefulness : 40
Spirituality : 149
Responsibility: 73

6 The Keeper
of the Wine
He was in charge of
Authority: 61
the cellars where the
Wisdom : 38
wine and beer were
Popularity : 43
stored. He even had
Usefulness : 37
to sleep in the cellars!
Spirituality: 70
On feast days he
Responsibility: 21
helped the Cellarer
to make a special spiced
wine, using honey
and spices, called
hypocras.

Authority : 146
Wisdom: 80
Popularity: 24
Usefulness: 35
Spirituality: 147
Responsibility: 70

3 Chamberlain
The Chamberlain was in charge of all the
money going in and out of the Priory. He
allowed each monk to have a new habit
(robe) for Christmas.
Authority ; 80
Wisdom: 70
Popularity : 27
Usefulness: 40
Spirituality: 100
Responsibility 64
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7 The Brother
in Charge of
Fishponds
He looked after the
fish bred in the Priory
fishponds. Fish were
an important part of
the monks’ diet. Some
fish, such as herrings,
were preserved
by smoking them
in a special
smoke house.

Authority: 43
Wisdom : 54
Popularity : 38
Usefulness : 39
Spirituality : 59
Responsibility: 29

10 Provost
The Provost was in charge of punishment.
If a monk did wrong he could be beaten
with rods and made to lie face down to
ask for pardon.
Authority : 132
Wisdom : 21
Popularity : 8
Usefulness: 27
Spirituality ; 92
Responsibility: 63

9 Sacristan

8 Pittancer

He was in charge of
all the candles used
at the Priory. This was
an important job as
candles were used in
the church services
and were the only
source of light when
the sun went down.
Every Saturday the
Sacristan cleaned
the church. He was
responsible for
making sure the
church bells rang
after services and
that the cemetery
was neat and tidy.

He was in charge of giving food to the
poor people and pilgrims who came to the
Priory gates every day. Those arriving on
foot were given a pound of bread and a
cup of wine or beer.

Authority : 73
Wisdom : 77
Popularity: 41
Usefulness : 45
Spirituality: 111
Responsibility: 67

Authority: 111
Wisdom : 56
Popularity: 41
Usefulness: 34
Spirituality : 101
Responsibility :37
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11 Precentor

12 Circuitor

He was in charge of organising all the
church services. He sorted out the singing
and the service books. He was also in
charge of all the parchment at the Priory.
Parchment was a type of paper made
from animal skin. It was extremely
expensive and was used by the monks
when they copied out religious books in
the Scriptorium.

The Circuitor worked
secretly, noting bad
behaviour such as
laziness, laughter and
whispering. If he
found a monk
sleeping during night
services he would
shine a lantern in his
face to wake him up.

Authority: 143
Wisdom : 27
Popularity : 1
Usefulness: 38
Spirituality: 55
Responsibility: 51

Authority : 63
Wisdom: 74
Popularity : 45
Usefulness : 24
Spirituality : 132
Responsibility: 61

13 Revestiarius
He was responsible for all the towels,
curtains and special gowns worn by the
monks for church services. He had to
make sure all of these were clean
and in good condition.

Authority: 20
Wisdom : 37
Popularity : 34
Usefulness : 41
Spirituality : 91
Responsibility: 54

16 Keeper of the
Infirmary
Monks thought that it was good for their
health to be bled. This involved the Keeper
of the Infirmary making cuts into the arm
of the monk to release a flow of blood
into a basin. Sometimes leeches (small
blood sucking creatures) were attached
to the skin. At night the Keeper of the
Infirmary sprinkled the beds of his
patients with holy water.
Authority: 135
Wisdom: 98
Popularity; 41
Usefulness: 50
Spirituality: 101
Responsibility: 74
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15 Keeper of the
Guest House
He welcomed all the
guests to the Priory
and made sure they
had food, drink and
candles. He also kept
the key to the cloister
and made sure it was
locked every night.

Authority: 93
Wisdom: 65
Popularity: 28
Usefulness: 39
Spirituality: 99
Responsibility: 53

25 Monk
working in
the Scriptorium
The Priory had a scriptorium where
monks worked copying religious books
onto special paper called parchment.
Parchment was made from animal skin
and the monks used quills made from
birds’ feathers to write with.

Authority: 102
Wisdom : 92
Popularity: 24
Usefulness: 37
Spirituality : 134
Responsibility: 42

20 Oblate

22 Kitchener

An Oblate was a child who had been sent
to be a monk by his parents. When he
arrived at the Priory he had to give up his
own clothes and be dressed as a monk.
He sang in the choir at the church and
began to learn about life as a monk. He
became a Novice when he was 15.

He was in charge of
Authority: 122
the kitchen where
Wisdom: 54
usually two meals
Popularity : 41
each day were
Usefulness: 48
prepared. The monks Spirituality: 81
usually ate bean stew Responsibility: 67
and cheese or eggs.
Fish was eaten on
Thursdays, Sundays
and feast-days. Monks
were allowed one
pound of bread each
day. During Lent (before
Easter) only one
meal was
served
at sunset.

Authority : 0
Wisdom: 4
Popularity : 46
Usefulness: 0
Spirituality : 3
Responsibility: 0
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26 Servant
There were at least 70 servants working
at the Priory. They did all the hard work
in the Priory, in the kitchen and in the
gardens. They also did repair work on
the buildings, helped in the infirmary
and worked in the laundry. They did
not live in the Priory but came to work
every day.
Authority : 0
Wisdom: 49
Popularity: 18
Usefulness: 50
Spirituality : 0
Responsibility: 21

23 Keeper of the
Pigeon House
He looked after the Priory’s massive
pigeon house which had nesting space
for 3228 pigeons and doves. These birds
were eaten by the monks on feast days
when they were allowed to eat meat.

Authority : 59
Wisdom : 57
Popularity : 22
Usefulness : 39
Spirituality : 61
Responsibility: 49

24 Master
of Works
He was responsible
for the up-keep of the
buildings of the
Priory and organising
any building work
needed. He had
several servants
working for him and
he kept a store of
all the materials,
such as wood and
stone, that they
would need.

Authority : 141
Wisdom: 93
Popularity: 24
Usefulness: 43
Spirituality: 82
Responsibility: 72

17 Connestabulus
He was in charge of looking after all
the horses at the Priory. The Prior
would have had his own horses and
important guests would arrive on
horse-back, so the Connestabulas
would look after their horses
during their visit.
Authority: 22
Wisdom : 56
Popularity: 41
Usefulness : 32
Spirituality: 66
Responsibility: 38
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21 Keeper of
the Refectory
He was responsible for laying the tables,
pouring the wine and setting out the bread
and cakes. He scraped the burnt bits off the
bread. He scattered bay leaves and rushes
on the refectory floor to make it smell fresh.
He also made sure that the lavatorium (wash
basin) was filled with water so that the
monks could wash their hands.
Authority: 71
Wisdom : 61
Popularity: 32
Usefulness : 33
Spirituality: 77
Responsibility: 34
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19 Novice
He was an apprentice monk. He learnt
Latin so that he could read the Bible and
other religious works. He learnt how to
chant (the singing used in church
services) and to use the sign language
the monks used when they weren’t
allowed to speak.

Authority: 3
Wisdom: 16
Popularity : 11
Usefulness: 24
Spirituality : 75
Responsibility: 4
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