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STUDENT’S NAME



NOW ENGL I SHMEN ,  READ  ON ABOUT

2 This booklet is about the Battle of Lewes, fought between King Henry III
and his barons (led by Simon de Montfort). The drawings about the 

battle on pages 3 to 9 are copied from the plaques on the Battle of Lewes
Monument, known as the Helmet, in Priory Park, shown on the front cover. 

The Helmet, erected in 1964, marked the 700th anniversary of the 
Battle. After the battle a poem, called The Song of Lewes, was written in
praise of the victory. Words from the Song of Lewes, engraved on the Hel-
met, are also printed along the bottom of these pages.

When you have completed this booklet see if you can write your own Song
of Lewes and go to see the Helmet in Priory Park, Lewes. 

On May 14th 1264, King 
Henry III fought a violent 
battle at Lewes against the
barons led by Simon de
Montfort. The barons were
angry that the King was
spending all the country’s
money on himself, his friends
and relatives. They tried to
get him to listen to their ad-
vice but he ignored them. 

The King and his army 
arrived in Lewes on 11th
May. The King stayed at the
Priory of St Pancras whilst his
son, Prince Edward, went
with his knights to John de
Warenne’s castle within 
the town. 

De Montfort, the barons 
and their army were
camped out of sight, on 
the Downs above Lewes.
They continued to try to 
persuade the King, via 
messengers, to agree to 
restrictions on his spending
but were unsuccessful. So
they moved into position to
start the battle.

Prince Edward (son)

Richard of Almaine
(brother to the King 
and Earl ofCornwall)
Prince Henry
(Richard’s son)

John de Warenne

Hugh Bigod

Roger Mortimer

The Marcher barons

William de Valence

Henry de Montfort (son)

Guy de Montfort (son)

Alan de la Zouche

Gilbert de Clare

Nicholas Seagrave

John Fitz-John

William Munchensey

The Londoners

Henry III Simon de Montfort



What do you think is happening in this panel?

What is the King’s name?

Who was he fighting against and why?

What letter had the King received just before he arrived at Lewes?

What was the King’s response to the letter?

What happened next?

The King has arrived at the Priory of St Pancras 3

TH I S  BATTLE  FOUGHT AT  LEWES ’ WALLS



What do you think is happening in this panel?

Why do you think the shaded monk is annoyed with the King’s men?

Who was  St Pancras?

BECAUSE  OF  TH I S  YOU ARE  AL IVE AND 

The feast of St Pancras

Lived in a monastery

Spent their days praying in church

Were very wealthy

Were silent for most of the day

Rode on horses

Wore special black robes

Wore expensive metal armour

Could start training at the age of seven

Draw a line to either the knights or monks that
correspond with the descriptions below.
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What do you think is happening in this panel?

How do we know the shaded, kneeling figure is Gilbert de Clare?

What church is in the background?

Who is the shaded standing figure and why is he there?

Gilbert de Clare knighted by Simon de Montfort

Draw a line  from the name to the correct person.

King

Baron

Knight

Archer

Foot soldier

Peasants

Abbott

Prior

Monk

Oblate

Lay servants
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SAFE ,  R E JO ICE  THEN IN  GOD,  LAW I S  



L IKE  F I R E , FOR  IT  L IGHTS  AS  TRUTH , 

6 The battle

Who was stationed in the Priory, the Castle and on the Downs?

How many fought on each side?

How were people killed in the battle?

How do you think the shaded figure might have been injured?

1. Show the routes taken by 
Seagrave (S) and the Londoners (L)
and Prince Edward (E), during and
after the two armies clashed. 

2. Show the routes taken by the  de
Clare (C) and Richard of Almaine
(R). Where did they clash and
where did Richard hide afterwards?
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7The windmill

What do you think is happening in the shaded part of this panel?

Who retreated back to the Priory?

WARMS  AS  CHAR ITY, BURNS  AS  ZEAL

3. Show the routes taken by the
armies of Simon de Montfort (SM)
and his sons (M1+2), and those taken
by Prince Edward and the king (H).

4. Show the routes taken by Prince
Edward,  the remains of the royalist
forces and de Montfort’s army.

For information see:  www.lewespriory.org.uk/education/battleoflewes
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What is happening in these two panels?

How many people died in the Battle of Lewes?

Where were the dead buried around Lewes?

Why was the surrender at the Priory of St Pancras?

What three clues show the King is surrendering?

Why do you think there is a dog in the surrender scene above?

WITH THESE  V IRTUES  AS  H I S  GU IDE S

The surrender

Burying the dead
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THE  K ING W I L L  RULE  WELL

Simon de Montfort victorious

I, Henry III, do agree on the 15th May 1264 that

How do you know this is Simon de Montfort?

Continue writing the terms that the King agreed in the Mise of Lewes.

The Mise of  Lewes
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Heraldry (colour in the shields from your own research)10
For over 900 years noble families had their own special coats of arms.
Coats of arms were placed on knights’ shields, tunics, swords and banners
so people in battle knew who was friend or foe. From the middle ages,
coats of arms were registered and approved by an official called a 
Herald. Each item in the design had meaning and families used their coats
of arms on their gateways and some possessions to signify ownership. 

This is King Henry III's coat of arms. 
His uncle, Richard the Lionheart 
(1189-1199), used three golden lions
(also described as leopards), on a 
red background as a symbol of the 
English throne during the Crusades. 
English kings and queens have adopted
three lions as their symbol ever since. 
The heraldic description reads: 
Gules, three lions passant guardant 
in pale or.

This is Simon de Montfort's coat
of arms.  It has been used by the
de Montfort family for many
centuries. The lion rampant (on
two legs) means courage to the
death.
The heraldic description reads:
Gules, lion rampant, langued
argent. 

Richard 
of Almaine

Prince Edward John 
de Warenne

Guy 
de Montfort

Henry 
de Montfort

Londoners
All de Montfort’s
men were given
white crosses to fix
to their tunics.

Nicholas 
de Seagrave

Gilbert 
de Clare

John Fitz-John Alan 
de la Zouche

The coats of arms of some of the main knights that fought in the battle

Henry III’s dragon
banner used in 
the battle

A label at the 
top of a shield 
indicates ‘son of’
(see below)

Label



1 1Heraldry was started in Western Europe, so the names used for colours
and patterns are not usually English. 

Match these colour names to the coloured shields below. 
Argent, Murrey, Sable, Tenné, Purpure, Gules, Vert, Or, Azure and Sanguine

Match these pattern names with the shields below. 
Pale, Saltire, Chevron, Chequey, Chief, Bend, Cross, Pile, Bordure, and Fesse 

Use what you know about heraldry to design
your own coat of arms and explain why you
chose the design for your family coat of arms.

Animals on coats of arms or crests can symbolize the following:

Design your own shield.

Rabbit: peaceful 
Squirrel: nature loving 
Hedgehog: thoughtful 
Beaver: industrious 
Fox: cunning 
Owl: wise
Lamb: gentle 
Dragon: all powerful.

Lion: courageous 
Tiger: fierce  
Bear: protective 
Wolf: fights well 
Panther: strong and loyal 
Horse: works hard 
Bull: selfless 
Boar: fearless

for more information see www.theheraldrysociety.com/education 
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The battle monument, created by the sculptor
Enzo Plazzotta, was presented to the town of Lewes 
by its MP Sir Tufton Beamish in 1964 on the 
700th anniversary of the battle.
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