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                                                                                                 Sea beet 

 

Summer crops grew well and planting to go through autumn is underway with 
turnip tops, kale, radish, corn salad and coriander amongst the plants which will 
manage a drop in temperature.  

Phacelia, a green manure crop which adds nutrients to the soil has also been 
sown. 

There were a large number of wasps this year feeding on willow aphids on the 
woven willow near the folly; as a precaution James Otway of Deadly Serious 
pest control visited to look at options with Sy, Tracy and Sarah. Signs were put 
up to advise the public about the wasps. The option of removing the willow 
seemed problematic as it re-sprouts readily, and it was decided to leave the 
willow for the time being and monitor.  

Something to consider, given that this could be a regular occurrence, would be 
to have a more educational laminated sign explaining what the wasps are 
doing, and giving information about other pollinating insects, which visit our 
‘weeds’.  



Administration – Summer planting plan, wasp signs and monitoring, 
information docs, photos for archive, contacting Michelham to arrange a visit to 
the kitchen garden for volunteers to chat about growing methods with the head 
gardener there. 

Sessions – shorter, weekly sessions during August ensured that crops were 
watered during the hot spell. Fortunately volunteers holidays were staggered so 
a few people were around during August, but it’s something to plan ahead to 
avoid everyone being away at once.  

Next year in March/April funding for the Facilitator will end, so it needs to be 
decided whether new funding will be sought to continue the role, or if the 
garden will be solely volunteer run.  

Successes – the beetroot have done particularly well and are growing at 
different stages for continued cropping. Cutting back the chard and seabeet 
has meant new leaf growth through the summer.  

A short piece in ‘Priory News’ resulted in an enquiry from a potential new 
volunteer. 

	   	  

	  

 

Problems - It’s been a bumper year for cabbage white and other white 
butterflies, unfortunately they like other brassicas such as kale as well as 
cabbage. We continued to remove eggs and caterpillars by hand. We had 
some leaf beet miner but this was remedied by cutting off affected leaves.  

Our onions were coming along well – someone else thought so too so we lost 
those, a hazard of the open nature of the site, but the shallots were lifted, dried 
and shared amongst volunteers.  

The next session is on Thursday 19 September from 2.30 – 4.30pm. 

Sarah Rideout 9 September 19 


